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Writing and structuring a thesis statement for a philosophy paper involves presenting a clear, concise
argument that outlines the main point you will defend. A strong thesis statement should be specific,
arguable, and able to guide the content and direction of your paper. Here’s a step-by-step guide and
examples to help you craft a compelling thesis statement for a philosophy paper:

Steps to Write a Thesis Statement
e Identify Your Topic: Choose a specific philosophical issue or question that you will address in your
paper.
Take a Position: Clearly state your stance or argument regarding the issue.
Justify Your Position: Briefly indicate the reasoning or evidence you will use to support your

position.

e Be Specific: Avoid vague or overly broad statements. Make your thesis statement as precise as
possible.

e Make it Arguable: Ensure your thesis is something that could be debated and is not a statement
of fact.

Good Examples
Example 1:

e Thesis: "In this paper, | will argue that utilitarianism provides a more compelling framework for
ethical decision-making than deontology because it better accounts for the consequences of
actions and maximizes overall happiness."

e Why it's good: This thesis is clear and specific. It states the position (utilitarianism over
deontology), provides a reason (accounts for consequences and maximizes happiness), and sets
up a clear argumentative framework for the paper.

Example 2:

e Thesis: "In this paper, | will argue that Plato’s theory of forms fails to adequately explain the
problem of universals because it cannot account for the empirical reality of particular objects."

e Why it's good: This thesis clearly outlines the focus (Plato’s theory of forms), takes a position
(fails to explain the problem of universals), and provides a reason (cannot account for empirical
reality). It sets up a critical examination that will be explored in the paper.

Bad Examples
Example 1:

e Thesis: "Plato’s theory of forms is interesting and has many aspects that are worth exploring."
e Why it's bad: This statement is too vague and lacks a clear position or argument. It does not
provide any direction for the paper or specify what aspects will be explored.

Example 2:

e Thesis: "Many people have debated whether utilitarianism is a better ethical theory than
deontology."
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e Why it's bad: This thesis is a statement of fact rather than an arguable position. It does not
indicate what the author’s stance is or what the paper will argue, making it ineffective as a thesis
statement.

Structuring Your Thesis Statement
e Position: Clearly state the position you will defend.
e Reasoning: Briefly outline the main reasons or evidence supporting your position.
e Scope: Indicate the scope of your argument and what specific aspects you will address.

Example of a Structured Thesis Statement

e Position: "In this paper, | will argue that virtue ethics provides a more comprehensive approach to
moral development than consequentialist theories."

e Reasoning: "This is because virtue ethics focuses on character formation and the cultivation of
moral virtues, which are essential for long-term ethical behavior."

e Scope: "l will support this claim by examining Aristotle’s theory of virtue, comparing it with the
limitations of consequentialist approaches, and demonstrating how virtue ethics better addresses
the complexity of moral life."

By following these guidelines, you can craft a strong thesis statement that clearly communicates your
argument and sets the stage for a well-structured and compelling philosophy paper.
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